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Attachment C — Site Photographs

Photograph 1: From the northwest corner of the project site looking south along the western boundary.

Photograph 2: From the northwest corner of the project site looking east along the northern boundary.
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Attachment C — Site Photographs

Photograph 4: From the northeast corner of the project site looking south along the eastern boundary.
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Attachment C — Site Photographs

Photograph 5: From the southeast corner of the project site looking north along the eastern boundary.

Photograph 6: From the southeast corner of the project site looking west along the southern boundary.
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Attachment C — Site Photographs

Photograph 7: From the southwest corner of the project site looking east along the southern boundary.

Photograph 8: From the southwest corner of the project site looking north along the western boundary.
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Attachment C — Site Photographs

Photograph 9: From the eastern limits of the off-site street improvement area looking west.

Photograph 10: From the middle of the off-site street improvement area looking east.
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Attachment C — Site Photographs

Photograph 11: From the middle of the off-site street improvement area looking west.

Photograph 12: From Cantina Street looking east along the western limits of the off-site street
improvement area.
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Attachment C — Site Photographs

Photograph 13: Looking south along Drainage A.
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Attachment D — Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources

Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources

Scientific N . Ao r q
cientific Name Status Habitat Description Obse yed Potential to Occur
Common Name On-site
SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES
Prefers habitat with short, sparse vegetation with few shrubs and
well-drained soils in grassland, shrub steppe, and desert habitats.
. . . . . . Low
Primarily a grassland species, but it persists and even thrives in . . .
. . . The project site and off-site street
. . some landscapes highly altered by human activity. Occurs in open, . . .
Athene cunicularia Fed: None . improvement area support line-of-sight
. ; annual or perennial grasslands, deserts, and scrublands No . .
burrowing owl CA: SSC . . . . opportunities favored by burrowing owls.
characterized by low-growing vegetation. The overriding : . .
o . . . Suitable burrows (>4 inches in diameter) are
characteristics of suitable habitat appear to be burrows for roosting resent
and nesting and relatively short vegetation with only sparse shrubs p ’
and taller vegetation.
Typical habitat is open desert, grassland, or cropland containing Low
. . scattered, large trees or small groves. Breeds in stands with few Suitable foraging habitat is present within
Buteo swainsoni Fed: None L) .2 . . . . . .
Swainson’s hawk CA: THR trees in juniper-sage flats, riparian areas, and in oak sgvannah m No and surrounding the project site and oft-site
’ the Central Valley. Forages in adjacent grassland or suitable grain street improvement area. No suitable nesting
or alfalfa fields or livestock pastures. opportunities are present.
Frequents meadows, grasslands, open rangelands, desert sinks, Low
. . . fresh and saltwater emergent wetlands; seldom found in wooded Suitable foraging habitat is present within
Circus hudsonius Fed: None X . . . .
northern harrier . areas. Mostly found in flat, or hummocky, open areas of tall, dense No and surrounding the project site and off-site
CA: SSC grasses moist or dry shrubs, and edges for nesting, cover, and street improvement area. No suitable nesting
feeding. habitat is present.
Generally found in shortgrass prairies, grasslands, disturbed fields, .
or similar habitat types along the coast or in deserts. Trees are . . High . .
Eremophila alpestris actia Fed: None . Suitable foraging and nesting habitat are
) i ) shrubs are usually scarce or absent. Generally rare in montane, No cesent within and surroundine the proiect
California horned lark CA: WL coniferous, or chaparral habitats. Forms large flocks outside of the pr . . § the proj
. site and off-site street improvement area.
breeding season.
Commonly occur in arid and semiarid shrubland and grassland Low
Falco mexicanus Fed: None community types. Also occaS}onally founq in open parklands Suitable foragmg habltgt is present w1th1p
o within coniferous forests. During the breeding season, they are No and surrounding the project site and off-site
prairie falcon CA: WL

found commonly in foothills and mountains which provide cliffs
and escarpments suitable for nest sites.

street improvement area. No suitable nesting
opportunities are present.
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Attachment D — Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources

Scientific Name . Ay Observed .
ifi Status Habitat Description . Potential to Occur
Common Name On-site
Presumed Absent
No desert tortoises, sign, or burrows were
Occurs in desert scrub, desert wash, and Joshua tree habitats with observed during the habitat assessment.
. .. friable, sandy, well-drained soils for nest and burrow construction. Marginal foraging habitat is present within
Gopherus agassizii Fed: THR . i . . . . . - .
. . Highest densities occur in creosote bush scrub with extensive No and surrounding the project site and off-site
Mojave desert tortoise CA: THR . 1 . .
annual wildflower blooms and succulents with little to no non- street improvement area. Adjacent and
native plant species. surrounding development have fragmented
habitats in the vicinity of the site and
excluded the site from more suitable areas.
Prefers open habitats with bare ground, scattered shrubs, and areas
with low or sparse herbaceous cover including open-canopied High
Lanius ludovicianus Fed: None valley foothill hardwood, riparian, pinyon-juniper, desert riparian, No Suitable foraging and nesting habitat are
loggerhead shrike CA: SSC creosote bush scrub, and Joshua tree woodland. Requires suitable present within and surrounding the project
perches including trees, posts, fences, utility lines, or other site and off-site street improvement area.
perches.
Occurs in a wide variety of vegetation types including coastal sage
scrub, annual grassland, chaparral, oak woodland, riparian Low
woodland and coniferous forest. In inland areas, this species is Suitable foraging and burrowing habitat are
Phrynosoma blainvillii Fed: None rgstrlcted to areas with pockets of open microhabitat, created by present Wlthlll' and surrf)undmg the project
coast horned lizard . disturbance (i.e. fire, floods, roads, grazing, fire breaks). The key No site and off-site street improvement area.
CA: SSC elements of such habitats are loose, fine soils with a high sand Routine dumping and other anthropogenic
fraction; an abundance of native ants or other insects; and open disturbances likely preclude this species from
areas with limited overstory for basking and low, but relatively establishing on-site.
dense shrubs for refuge.
Present
Suitable foraging and nesting habitat are
Spizella breweri Fed: None o . pr'esent w1th1n. and surrgundlng the project
\ Habitats include sagebrush and brushy plains. Yes site and off-site street improvement area.
Brewer's sparrow CA: None e .
One (1) individual was observed in the
middle portion of the off-site street
improvement area.
Presumed Absent
Primarily occupy grasslands, parklands, farms, tallgrass and L1m1ted.f0?ag1ng an.d burrowing habltat '
L . present within and adjacent to the project site
. . shortgrass prairies, meadows, shrub-steppe communities and other . .
Taxidea taxus Fed: None . . . . . and off-site street improvement area.
. treeless areas with sandy loam soils where it can dig more easily No . .
American badger CA: SsC Adjacent and surrounding development have

for its prey. Occasionally found in open chaparral (with less than
50% plant cover) and riparian zones.

fragmented habitats in the vicinity of the site
and excluded the site from more suitable
areas.
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Attachment D — Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources

jentific N q Ao r q
S Status Habitat Description Obse ‘ved Potential to Occur
Common Name On-site
An uncommon to rare, local resident in southern California deserts
from southern Mono Co. south to the Mexican border, and in Presumed Absent
Toxostoma lecontei Fed: None western and southern San Joaquin Valley. Occurs primarily in No There is no suitable habitat present within or
Le Conte's thrasher CA: SSC open desert wash, desert scrub, alkali desert scrub, and desert adjacent to the project site and off-site street
succulent shrub habitats; also occurs in Joshua tree habitat with improvement area.
scattered shrubs.
Presumed Absent
Restricted to the Mojave Desert in open desert scrub, alkali desert Limited foraging and burrowing habitat is
Xerospermophilus mohavensis Fed: None scrub, annual grassland, and Joshua tree woodland. Prefers sandy No present. Routine disturbance precludes this
Mohave ground squirrel CA: THR to gravelly soils and tends to avoid rocky areas. Occurs species from establishing within or the
sympatrically with the white-tailed antelope squirrel. project site and off-site street improvement
area.
SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES
Fed: None Granitic, Gravelly, Sandy microhabitats within Joshua tree Low
Canbya candida C A" None "woodland", Mojavean desert scrub, Pinyon and juniper No Limited habitat is present within and adjacent
white pygmy-poppy NP. ) 49 woodland. Found at elevations ranging from 1970 to 4790 feet. to the project site and off-site street
CNPS: : Blooms in March-June. improvement area.
. . . . o Low
Fed: N o o o .
Chorizanthe spinosa CA: None Alkaline (S,(,) metlmes)" mlcr'ohabltats within Chenopod scrub, Limited habitat is present within and adjacent
Mojave spineflower : one Joshua tree "woodland", Mojavean desert scrub, Playas. Found at No to the project site and off-site strect
CNPS: 4.2 elevations ranging from 20 to 4265 feet. Blooms in March-July. .
improvement area.
Presumed Absent
Loeflingia squarrosa var. Fed: None Sandy microhabitats within Desert dunes, Great Basin scrub, Limited habltaF 'SP r'esent Wlthm. and adjacent
A . . . ) to the project site and off-site street
artemisiarum CA: None Sonoran desert scrub. Elevation range is unknown; known from No . L
sagebrush loeflingia CNPS: 2B.2 2295 feet. Blooms in April-May lmprovgment area..Hls.torlc disturbance fmd
' ' ' ’ isolation of the site likely precludes this
species from occurring.
Sandy microhabitats within Chenopod scrub, Desert dunes, Great
: " " . Low
e Fed: None Basin scrub, Joshua tree "woodland", Lower montane coniferous .. o e .
Monardella exilis . . o Limited habitat is present within and adjacent
. CA: None forest, Mojavean desert scrub, Pinyon and juniper woodland. No . . .
Mojave monardella . . . . to the project site and off-site street
CNPS: 42 Elevation range is unknown; known from 1970 feet. Blooms in )
. . improvement area.
April-September.
. Low
Fed: N " "
Muilla coronata CZ' None C.h enopod 5¢ rub, Joshua tree woodlgnd ’ MOJ.a vean deser.t scrub, Limited habitat is present within and adjacent
crowned muilla : one Pinyon and juniper woodland. Elevation range is unknown; known No to the project site and off-site street
CNPS: 4.2 from 2200 feet. Blooms in March-April(May).

improvement area.
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Attachment D — Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources

jentific N . Ao r q
Scientific Name Status Habitat Description Obse ‘ved Potential to Occur
Common Name On-site
Presumed Absent
, Fed: None Roadsides, Sandy, Washes microhabitats within Joshua tree Limited habitat is present within and adjacent
Pediomelum castoreum . " " . . . to the project site and off-site street
CA: None woodland", Mojavean desert scrub. Elevation range is unknown; No . e
Beaver dam breadroot . . improvement area. Historic disturbance and
CNPS: 1B.2 known from 2000 feet. Blooms in April-May. . : oo .
isolation of the site likely precludes this
species from occurring.
Present
Yucca brevifolia Fed: None Occurs in a variety of arid habitats within the Mojave Desert. Suitable habitat is present within and
western Joshua tree CA: CE Found at elevations ranging from 1,600 to 6,600 feet. Blooming Yes adjacent to the project site and off-site street
CNPS: N/A period is from March to June. improvement area. One (1) individual was
observed onsite,

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Fed) - Federal

END — Federal Endangered
THR - Federal Threatened

DL - Delisted

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CA) - California

END — California Endangered

THR - California Threatened

CTHR - California Candidate Threatened

DL - Delisted

FP — California Fully Protected

SSC — California Species of Special Concern
WL — California Watch List

CE - Candidate Endangered

California Native Plant Society (CNPS) -

California Rare Plant Rank

1B Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered
in California and Elsewhere

2B Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered
in California, but More Common
Elsewhere

4 Plants of Limited Distribution — A Watch
List

Threat Ranks
0.2- Moderately threatened in

California

0.3- Not very threatened in California
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Attachment E — Regulations

Special status species are native species that have been afforded special legal or management protection
because of concern for their continued existence. There are several categories of protection at both federal
and state levels, depending on the magnitude of threat to continued existence and existing knowledge of
population levels.

Federal Regulations
Endangered Species Act of 1973

Federally listed threatened and endangered species and their habitats are protected under provisions of the
Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). Section 9 of the ESA prohibits “take” of threatened or endangered
species. “Take” under the ESA is defined as to “harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture,
or collect, or to attempt to engage in any of the specifically enumerated conduct.” The presence of any
federally threatened or endangered species that are in a project area generally imposes severe constraints
on development, particularly if development would result in “take” of the species or its habitat. Under the
regulations of the ESA, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) may authorize “take” when
it is incidental to, but not the purpose of, an otherwise lawful act.

Critical Habitat is designated for the survival and recovery of species listed as threatened or endangered
under the ESA. Critical Habitat includes those areas occupied by the species, in which are found physical
and biological features that are essential to the conservation of an ESA listed species and which may require
special management considerations or protection. Critical Habitat may also include unoccupied habitat if it
is determined that the unoccupied habitat is essential for the conservation of the species.

Whenever federal agencies authorize, fund, or carry out actions that may adversely modify or destroy
Critical Habitat, they must consult with USFWS under Section 7 of the ESA. The designation of Critical
Habitat does not affect private landowners, unless a project they are proposing uses federal funds, or
requires federal authorization or permits (e.g., funding from the Federal Highway Administration or a
permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps)).

If USFWS determines that Critical Habitat will be adversely modified or destroyed from a proposed action,
the USFWS will develop reasonable and prudent alternatives in cooperation with the federal institution to
ensure the purpose of the proposed action can be achieved without loss of Critical Habitat. If the action is
not likely to adversely modify or destroy Critical Habitat, USFWS will include a statement in its biological
opinion concerning any incidental take that may be authorized and specify terms and conditions to ensure
the agency is in compliance with the opinion.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U.S. Government Code [USC] 703) makes it unlawful to
pursue, capture, kill, possess, or attempt to do the same to any migratory bird or part, nest, or egg of any
such bird listed in wildlife protection treaties between the United States, Great Britain, Mexico, Japan, and
the countries of the former Soviet Union, and authorizes the U.S. Secretary of the Interior to protect and
regulate the taking of migratory birds. It establishes seasons and bag limits for hunted species and protects
migratory birds, their occupied nests, and their eggs (16 USC 703; 50 CFR 10, 21).
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Attachment E — Regulations

The MBTA covers the taking of any nests or eggs of migratory birds, except as allowed by permit pursuant
to 50 CFR, Part 21. Disturbances causing nest abandonment and/or loss of reproductive effort (i.e., killing
or abandonment of eggs or young) may also be considered “take.” This regulation seeks to protect migratory
birds and active nests.

In 1972, the MBTA was amended to include protection for migratory birds of prey (e.g., raptors). Six
families of raptors occurring in North America were included in the amendment: Accipitridae (kites, hawks,
and eagles); Cathartidaec (New World vultures); Falconidae (falcons and caracaras); Pandionidae (ospreys);
Strigidae (typical owls); and Tytonidae (barn owls). The provisions of the 1972 amendment to the MBTA
protects all species and subspecies of the families listed above. The MBTA protects over 800 species
including geese, ducks, shorebirds, raptors, songbirds and many relatively common species.

State Regulations
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) provides for the protection of the environment within
the State of California by establishing State policy to prevent significant, avoidable damage to the
environment through the use of alternatives or mitigation measures for projects. It applies to actions directly
undertaken, financed, or permitted by State lead agencies. If a project is determined to be subject to CEQA,
the lead agency will be required to conduct an Initial Study (IS); if the IS determines that the project may
have significant impacts on the environment, the lead agency will subsequently be required to write an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR). A finding of non-significant effects will require either a Negative
Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration instead of an EIR. Section 15380 of the CEQA Guidelines
independently defines “endangered” and “rare” species separately from the definitions of the California
Endangered Species Act (CESA). Under CEQA, “endangered” species of plants or animals are defined as
those whose survival and reproduction in the wild are in immediate jeopardy, while “rare” species are
defined as those who are in such low numbers that they could become endangered if their environment
worsens.

California Endangered Species Act (CESA)

In addition to federal laws, the state of California implements the CESA which is enforced by CDFW. The
CESA program maintains a separate listing of species beyond the FESA, although the provisions of each
act are similar.

State-listed threatened and endangered species are protected under provisions of the CESA. Activities that
may result in “take” of individuals (defined in CESA as; “hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt to
hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill”) are regulated by CDFW. Habitat degradation or modification is not
included in the definition of “take” under CESA. Nonetheless, CDFW has interpreted “take” to include the
destruction of nesting, denning, or foraging habitat necessary to maintain a viable breeding population of
protected species.

The State of California considers an endangered species as one whose prospects of survival and
reproduction are in immediate jeopardy. A threatened species is considered as one present in such small
numbers throughout its range that it is likely to become an endangered species in the near future in the
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Attachment E — Regulations

absence of special protection or management. A rare species is one that is considered present in such small
numbers throughout its range that it may become endangered if its present environment worsens. State
threatened and endangered species are fully protected against take, as defined above.

The CDFW has also produced a species of special concern list to serve as a species watch list. Species on
this list are either of limited distribution or their habitats have been reduced substantially, such that a threat
to their populations may be imminent. Species of special concern may receive special attention during
environmental review, but they do not have formal statutory protection. At the federal level, USFWS also
uses the label species of concern, as an informal term that refers to species which might be in need of
concentrated conservation actions. As the Species of Concern designated by USFWS do not receive formal
legal protection, the use of the term does not necessarily ensure that the species will be proposed for listing
as a threatened or endangered species.

Fish and Game Code

Fish and Game Code Sections 3503, 3503.5, 3511, and 3513 are applicable to natural resource management.
For example, Section 3503 of the Code makes it unlawful to destroy any birds’ nest or any birds’ eggs that
are protected under the MBTA. Further, any birds in the orders Falconiformes or Strigiformes (Birds of
Prey, such as hawks, eagles, and owls) are protected under Section 3503.5 of the Fish and Game Code
which makes it unlawful to take, possess, or destroy their nest or eggs. A consultation with CDFW may be
required prior to the removal of any bird of prey nest that may occur on a project site. Section 3511 of the
Fish and Game Code lists fully protected bird species, where the CDFW is unable to authorize the issuance
of permits or licenses to take these species. Pertinent species that are State fully protected by the State
include golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) and white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus). Section 3513 of the Fish
and Game Code makes it unlawful to take or possess any migratory nongame bird as designated in the
MBTA or any part of such migratory nongame bird except as provided by rules and regulations adopted by
the Secretary of the Interior under provisions of the MBTA.

Native Plant Protection Act

Sections 1900-1913 of the Fish and Game Code were developed to preserve, protect, and enhance Rare
and Endangered plants in the state of California. The act requires all state agencies to use their authority to
carry out programs to conserve Endangered and Rare native plants. Provisions of the Native Plant
Protection Act prohibit the taking of listed plants from the wild and require notification of the CDFW at
least ten days in advance of any change in land use which would adversely impact listed plants. This allows
the CDFW to salvage listed plant species that would otherwise be destroyed.

California Native Plant Society Rare and Endangered Plant Species

Vascular plants listed as rare or endangered by the CNPS, but which have no designated status under FESA
or CESA are defined as follows:

California Rare Plant Rank
1A- Plants Presumed Extirpated in California and either Rare or Extinct Elsewhere

I1B- Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California and Elsewhere
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Attachment E — Regulations

There are three key agencies that regulate activities within inland streams, wetlands, and riparian areas in
California. The Corps Regulatory Branch regulates activities pursuant to Section 404 of the Federal Clean
Water Act (CWA) and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. Of the State agencies, the CDFG regulates
activities under the Fish and Game Code Section 1600-1616, and the Regional Board regulates activities
pursuant to Section 401 of the CWA and the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act.

Federal Regulations
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act

In accordance with the Revised Definition of “Waters of the United States”; Conforming (September 8,
2023), “waters of the United Sates” are defined as follows:

(a) Waters of the United States means:

(1) Waters which are:
(1) Currently used, or were used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate or foreign
commerce, including all waters which are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide;
(i1) The territorial seas; or
(iii) Interstate waters;

(2) Impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of the United States under this definition,
other than impoundments of waters identified under paragraph (a)(5) of this section;

(3) Tributaries of waters identified in paragraph (a)(1) or (2) of this section that are relatively
permanent, standing or continuously flowing bodies of water;

(4) Wetlands adjacent to the following waters:
(i) Waters identified in paragraph (a)(1) of this section; or
(i1) Relatively permanent, standing or continuously flowing bodies of water identified in paragraph
(a)(2) or (a)(3) of this section and with a continuous surface connection to those waters;

(5) Intrastate lakes and ponds not identified in paragraphs (a)(1) through (4) of this section that are
relatively permanent, standing or continuously flowing bodies of water with a continuous surface
connection to the waters identified in paragraph (a)(1) or (a)(3) of this section

(b) The following are not “waters of the United States” even where they otherwise meet the terms of
paragraphs (a)(2) through (5) of this section:

(1) Waste treatment systems, including treatment ponds or lagoons, designed to meet the
requirements of the Clean Water Act;

(2) Prior converted cropland designated by the Secretary of Agriculture. The exclusion would cease
upon a change of use, which means that the area is no longer available for the production of
agricultural commodities. Notwithstanding the determination of an area's status as prior converted
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