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1.0 PURPOSE 
 (192.509 & 192.513) 

It is the purpose of this section to provide the requirements and procedure for testing gas 
facilities. The pressure/strength test is by design greater than the desired actual operating 
pressure of the system. Generally in the distribution system it is accurate to pressure test at 1 
½ times the desired operating pressure but never less than 50 psig.  
 

1.1 SCOPE 
 

This section covers the following: 
 

A. Testing Pipeline and Components 
B. Damaged or Reinstated lines 
C. Locating minor leaks in newly-constructed facilities 
D. Odorization  

 E Pressure gauges, manometers and pressure recording charts 
F. Purging lines 
G. Test Records 

 
1.2 GENERAL 
 

A. All newly-constructed or reinstated gas facilities will be tested as required by this 
section. 

 
B. All piping shall be leak tested at the time of, or prior to placing it in operation. 
 
C. All newly-constructed, replacement, reinstated or relocated piping shall have a 

pressure stand-up test.  A soap bubble test will be considered acceptable for tie-in 
connections where a pressure stand-up test is not practical. Soap bubble test will be 
done at normal operating pressure. 

 
D. At no time will a pressure stand-up test be less than 90 psig for lines operating at or 

below 60 psig.  (Refer to Section H-3.) 
 
E. Do not pressure test against a closed valve, stopper or squeeze that is connected to a 

live gas line. 
 
F. Do not pressure test through gas meter or service regulator. 
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G. In order to verify that facilities to be tested are isolated, open test connection to 
atmosphere before connecting test line. 

 
H. Plastic pipe shall be shaded prior to testing and in no case shall the temperature of 

the pipe exceed 140°.  
 
I. The maximum test pressure for plastic pipe will be 120 psig. 
 
J. The maximum test duration for plastic pipe will be 8 hours. 

 
 
1.3 TEST RECORDS 
  

A. For all testing, the appropriate form or chart will be completed by the person 
conducting the test. Documentation shall be reviewed and verified by a qualified 
individual. 

 
 B. Test records shall be maintained for the useful life of the pipeline/pipeline facility.
   

C. The minimum information on the test documentation is: 
1. The name and signature of the individual performing the test (Include 

company name if by contractor), and the individual reviewing the record. 
2. Date test conducted 
3. The test medium 
4. The test pressure 
5. The test duration 
6. The test results  
7. Size, type, and length of pipe 
8. It is recommended that a map of the facilities accompany the test record form 

or recorder chart. 
9. Location of testing 
10. Serial number / I.D. number of gauge and / or chart recorder 

 
 


