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5.0 PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this section is to identify procedures for safely working in locations, streets, 
highways, and others where vehicular traffic may be present. 

 
5.1 SCOPE 
 

A. Use of Barricades 
 
B. Flagging 

 
C. Securing Excavations 

 
5.2 TRAFFIC SAFETY 
 

A. Barricading of job site and traffic control shall be done in accordance with local 
requirements. 

 
1. Because the great majority of our underground structures are on public 

streets and highways, safe control of the flow of traffic is essential.  Effective 
barricading is the primary means of both protecting the crew members while 
working in the street and protecting the public from hazards incurred by our 
excavations.  The crew leader will be responsible for placing of barricades, 
signs, flagperson, etc., in compliance with the governing body to: 

 
(a) Maintain as free a flow of traffic as practical. 
(b) Protect the crew from traffic. 
(c) Protect motorists and pedestrians. 
(d) Protect excavations which are left open and unattended during 

darkness. 
 

 B. Excavations left open overnight or on weekends shall be sufficiently secured by one or 
more of the following methods: 

 
(a) Barricades with lights or barrier tape. 
(b) Steel plates. 
(c) Planks. 
(d) Plywood. 
(e) Fence. 
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C. When necessary to work in streets or highways, equipment should be parked so as to 

give protection to the crew from the traffic.  Discretion must be used at all times 
when parking on a highway. 

 
D. When it is necessary to park trucks along a ditch, they should be headed in the 

direction of traffic if possible.  Equipment should be parked to keep streets, alleys, 
driveways sidewalks, fireplugs and especially stop signs clear.  Stop signs should 
never be blocked or obstructed from the view of traffic.  Park in such a way as to be 
least obstructive to traffic, pedestrians and Operator personnel, or install temporary 
traffic control as needed. 

 
1. While parked on streets or in alleys, vehicles should have signs or cones 

placed fore and aft. 
 

D. A number of hand signaling devices, such as STOP/SLOW paddles, lights and red 
flags are used in controlling traffic through work zones. The sign paddle bearing the 
clear messages STOP or SLOW provides motorists with more positive guidance than 
flags and should be the primary hand signaling device.  Flag use should be limited to 
emergency situations and at spot locations which can best be controlled by a single 
flagger. 

 
E. Sign paddles should be at least 18" wide with letters at least 6" high.  A rigid handle 

should be provided.  This combination sign may be fabricated from sheet metal or 
other light semi rigid material. The background of the STOP face shall be red with 
white letters and border.  The background of the SLOW shall be orange with black 
letters and border. When used at night the STOP face shall be reflectorized red with 
white reflectorized letters and border, and the SLOW face shall be reflectorized 
orange and black letters and border. 

 
F. Flags used for signaling purposes shall be a minimum, of 24" x 24" in size, made of a 

good grade of red material securely fastened to a staff approximately 3' in length.  
The free edge should be weighted to ensure that the flag will hang vertically, even in 
heavy winds. 

 
G. The following methods of signaling with sign paddles should be used: 

 
1. To STOP traffic.  The flagger shall face traffic and extend the STOP sign 

paddle in a stationary position with the arm extended horizontally away from 
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the body.  The free arm is raised with the palm toward approaching traffic. 
 
2. When it is safe for traffic to proceed, the flagger shall face traffic with the 

SLOW sign paddle held in a stationary position with the arm extended 
horizontally away from the body.  The flagger motions traffic ahead with the 
free hand. 

 
3. When it is desired to alert or slow traffic, the flagger shall face traffic with 

the SLOW sign paddle held in a stationary position with the arm extended 
horizontally away from the body. 

 
H. The following methods of signaling with a flag should be used: 
 

1. To stop traffic, the flagger shall face traffic and extend the flag horizontally 
across the traffic lane in a stationary position so that the full area of the flag 
is visible hanging below the staff.  For greater emphasis, the free arm may be 
raised with the palm toward approaching traffic. 

 
2. Where it is desired to alert or slow traffic, by means of flagging, the flagger 

shall face traffic and slowly wave the flag in a sweeping motion of the 
extended arm from the shoulder level to straight down without raising the 
arm above a horizontal position. 

 
 I. When required, flagperson(s) shall obtain and maintain any and all necessary 

regulatory qualifications. 


